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Pro-Active Job Management 

Today's data centres are extremely busy and 

complex places. And it is more and more diffi-

cult to understand, change, support and mi-

grate the existing mission critical environ-

ment in a faster, more productive and error-

free way.  VISUAL|job for TWS provides a 

unique and unmatched graphical environ-

ment for pro-active job management for TWS 

for z/OS (formally OPC).  

Product Summary 
 
Even with today’s sophisticated and all-encompassing production 
management systems, huge amounts of time and resources are still 
spent needlessly on routine, repetitive tasks.  

When production teams need to work with a variety of text-based ap-
plications, changing or adding to the scheduled workload and its 
complex background of interdependencies requires scanning through 
vast quantities of text. Once the relevant section is found, changes 
need to be made manually. Not only is vital time lost but critical er-
rors are easily made that can seriously disrupt or even halt an entire 
production environment. Adding new or modified applications to an 
existing production environment in this way is, therefore, a lengthy 
and risky endeavour.  

With VISUAL|job, you can bring your entire production environment 
into one multi-level intuitive, graphical view and gain instant control 
of your business-critical applications.  ‘Drag and drop’, colour-coded 
icons and flowcharts allow you to quickly define and optimise your 
production workflow at the click of a mouse. In just a few seconds 
you can add or edit applications, and change single job or job group 
scheduling definitions and dependencies. VISUAL|job then allows you 
to graphically simulate their effect on the production environment to 
eradicate the risk of error and service failure.   

Key Benefits 
 

• Intelligent graphical user interface eliminates time consuming 
and error prone manual interactions with traditional scheduling 
systems 

• Instant overview and control of the entire job network 

• Mass change capabilities — fast and secure 

• “Unclean” job structures are immediately identified, production 
errors are eliminated pro-actively 

• Up to date graphical job documentation 

• No proprietary language skills required, fast implementation 



Instant Overview with WEBview/TREEview 
 
VISUAL|job enables you to see your production environment from 
various perspectives, or views, that each offer powerful management 
and control capabilities. 

On the left-hand side of the display, the VISUAL|job TREEview pro-
vides a physical and logical graphical view of your production envi-
ronment. From here, you can select the jobs (operations), applica-
tions, groups and datasets you wish to edit, delete, copy or move. 
Depending on your selection, the WEBview, GLOBALview will appear 
on the right-hand side of your display. In the WEBview, you can sim-
ply click on the appropriate icon to make the required changes to 
specific scheduling information. VISUAL|job will then automatically 
update all affected jobs for you to significantly reduce editing time 
and the risk of error. 

VISUAL|job for TWS 

The type and quantity of infor-
mation contained in the TREE-
view (left-hand window) can 
be fully customised to your 
specific requirements to take 
you where you want to go 
quickly and effectively. 

In the WEBview (right-hand 
window), you can zoom in or 
out to show a single cluster in 
detail or multiple clusters 
showing all the dependencies 
and critical information paths 
between job groups, applica-
tions and tables. 

Features and Benefits 
 
• Intuitive, multi-level and integrated information views to pin-

point potential problems and avoid downtime and reruns 

• Complex relationships among activities are presented in an 
easy and understandable way 

• Activities of interest can be filtered for future analysis 

• Easy and fast creation and modification of applications 

• Reduces time consuming tasks like understanding the existing 
environment  

• Avoids critical errors 



Workload Forecast, Simulation  
 

The VISUAL|job calendar administration facility provides comprehensive service 
functions for the TWS environment. Workload planning and simulation can be 
done in a very simple and productive way. Possible problems will be identified 
and solved before they will have negative effects for the production environ-
ment. All TWS calendar related definitions like calendar, periods, run cycles and 
rules, including positive and negative definitions, can be maintained in a produc-
tive and easy way.  

VISUAL|job is enabling organisations to optimise their batch business and to sig-
nificantly save costs.  
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Features and Benefits  
 
• Pro-active business management 

• Forecast and simulation for a given period allows effective                
workload planning 

• Determine the effects of a change for the rest of the sched-
ules 

• Easy workflow simulation and analysis to test out interde-
pendencies and avoid costly set-up and scheduling errors 

• Reduces CPU costs  



Eliminating Manual Tasks and Critical Errors 
with Cross Reference and Mass Change Capa-

bilities 
 
With the VISUAL|job cross-referencing facility, you can quickly iden-
tify and select all jobs based on specific common scheduling criteria, 
such as a certain scheduling condition, scheduling date or time, prior-
ity level or group. After entering the selection criteria, the jobs can 
be shown in either list form or highlighted as coloured icons within a 
logical view.  Once identified, VISUAL|job then allows you to make 
changes to any scheduling parameter across all the jobs selected, in 
one single step. This cross-referencing and mass changing capability 
saves huge amounts of scheduling time and quickly proves itself vital 
in any fast-changing and dynamic business environment.  
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Features and Benefits 

 

• Fast and error free changes 

• Dynamic Report Generator to create individual reports for 
documentation 

• Quick Cross Reference results 

• No individual coding required, no proprietary language skills 
required  

• Reduces time consuming tasks like checking the correctness of 
changes 

Searching for jobs with par-
ticular common criteria can-
not be easier. Various cross-
reference panels are available 
to enter the selection criteria. 
The results can then be 
viewed in list or graphical 
displays. Using the mass 
change panel, you just enter 
the new values required and 
press ‘OK’ to instantly change 
all selected jobs in one simple 
action. 



Product Architecture  
 

VISUAL|job can be installed in a single user or a multi user envi-
ronment. The product includes intelligent and user friendly  
download and upload facilities for all required scheduling informa-
tion for TWS via FTP. The soon available optional Host Gateway al-
lows transparent host access and control. 

 

As part of the VISUAL|job server in a multi user environment, user 
rights from groups of users down to individuals can be assigned. 
With this facility, users may or may not have access to certain key 
function areas of the product. This allows you to exploit VIS-
UAL|job for different users, with different focus areas. Possible 
user profiles are for example: information gathering, job design, 
workload planning and proactive job management.   
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• TREEview Filter 

• DynamicReport Generator 

• MassSchedule Generator 

• DetailDefinition Facility 

• CalendarAdmin  

• PrintFacility 

• Log Facility 
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Key Function Areas 
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Quick Start Implementation 
 
VISUAL|job products are easy to use and easy to implement.  
The Quick Start Implementation (QSI) is available and will be tai-
lored to customer specific requirements.  
The QSI program combined with experienced consulting services 
from APS|ENTERprise and other Certified Distribution Partners will 
ensure maximum exploitation of VISUAL|job within days. 

Other APS Products 
 
• VISUAL|job for Control-M 

• Specifically for the Control-M environment  
• TWS|easy 

• Making life with TWS easy 
• Enhanced TWS usability and flexibility 

• TWS|emon 
• Extended monitor for TWS 
• Observe and operate your TWSs from a “single point 

of control” 
• VISUAL|output for Control-D 

• Graphical output management for Control-D 

Bottom line 
 
VISUAL|job provides an intelligent, graphical tool environment to 
document, maintain, enhance, support, change and update TWS job 
management systems in a productive, error free and easy way. It 
combines ease of use with effective workload planning and reduced 
CPU costs.  
Developed by experts with long term, practical  experience in the 
scheduling area. 
A VISUAL|job investment pays back within weeks. 
 

© TWS|easy, VISUAL|job , VISUAL|output and TWS|emon are products of  
    APS|ENTERprise software consulting gmbh, Germany 
© CONTROL-M is a product of BMC Software, Inc.  
© OPC, TWS Tivoli Workload Scheduler is a product of IBM Corporation. 

Certified Distribution Partners 

Europe:  
APS|ENTERprise 
software consulting gmbh 
Heinz-Nixdorf-Straße 22  
D-41179 Mönchengladbach 
Germany 
Phone +49 (0)2161 823 777, Fax +49 (0)2161 823 7788             
info@aps-enterprise.com, www.aps-enterprise.com 
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